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Tomaree High 
2017  Term 3 Week 8 

FROM THE SCIENCE LABS 
 
GREAT NEWS from the Science Writing Competition UNSW! 
Tomaree High School has won one of five school book prizes for encouraging students to enter the 
writing competition.  These books will be a welcome addition to the school library. 
 
This year’s Science Week (August 12-20) focussed on Future Earth: creating a more sustainable planet by 
2030  with students from Years 7-10 entering the UNSW Bragg Student Prize for Science Writing. Students had 
to write an 800 word essay that explored their own ideas on sustainability or current research. Best of luck to all 
of you who submitted an entry.  
 
Term 3 has shaped up to be an engaging, fun and hardworking term with so many interesting activities 
happening.  Students in Years 7-10 have recently completed their term assessment task with Years 7 and 10 
focusing on assessing literacy skills in Science and Years 8 and 9 focussing on practical skills. These assessment 
tasks will contribute to their overall results for Semester 2.  Staff from the Science faculty have been engaging in 
professional learning opportunities to develop high quality programs for the new Senior Science curriculums that 
are due for implementation in Year 11, 2018. The new programs aim to develop students’ scientific skills through 
inquiry based learning.  The introduction of a depth study will allow students to explore real world issues that are 
current and relevant to the local area. 
 
Year 12 students recently sat their HSC trial examinations and they will continue to focus on rigorous study and 
finishing course their content until the end of this term.  Year 11 students have received their timetables for the 
upcoming Preliminary Examinations in Week 9.  They are in the midst of finishing off course content and revising 
for these examinations. In Week 10 on Thursday, September 21, Preliminary Biology and some Senior Science 
students will be attending an excursion to Taronga Zoo. Remember that payment for this is due by Tuesday, 
September 12.  
 
Linda Hazell – HT Science 
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From the desk of the Deputy Principal, 9 & 12…
Ms D’Arcy 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We are nearly at the end of Term 3. What a busy term it 
has been! Students have not only continued to be 
engaged in high quality learning in the classroom, but 
have also continued to take up the numerous extra-
curricular opportunities on offer to them.  
Year 12 students are very close to finishing school. 
Parents will have received a letter outlining the rest of 
the term.  It has been very pleasing to see the number 
of Year 12 students who are making use of the many 
opportunities provided by staff to improve their results 
in preparation for the HSC.   
Many Year 12 students availed themselves of the 
opportunity to learn some ways to manage stress by 
attending the session run by Cal Baillie our Student 
Support Officer. If you need further advice or support in 
this area please come and talk to a member of the Well 
Being Team. 
 
On Wednesday 20th September we will conduct our 
Year 12 Presentation and Farewell Ceremony in the 
MPC between 9.30am and 11.30am. Students need to 
arrive by 8.30am. This assembly celebrates the 
achievements of our Year 12 students as they complete 
high school. Parents and family members are invited to 
attend both this ceremony and the morning tea that 
follows. 
 
The Higher School Certificate commences on Monday 
16th October. All students have access to their HSC 
Exam timetables on line, together with the Examination 
Rules and Regulations. It is important that students 
arrive at each exam with at least 15 minutes to spare. If 
a student is unable to attend an exam for any reason 
phone the school immediately. Should students need to 
submit a NESA Illness/ Misadventure form, supporting 
documentation must be supplied. 
 
This year’s Year 12 Formal will be held on Wednesday 
15th November at West Diggers, Nelson Bay. Payment 
for tickets should be made at the front office (after 
outstanding subject fees are paid) by Friday 15th 
September. 
 
 
 

 
 
A big thank you to Leila Courts, Year Advisor, and 
Jacque Liddell, Assistant, for supporting and 
encouraging Year 12 this year. Your care, support and 
compassion have helped many of our students.  
It has been an absolute pleasure and privilege to be 
able to work with and watch our young people mature 
and grow from Year 7.  How quickly time flies! It really is 
the best part of my job! I am sure you will join with me 
in wishing them the very best for their future. They are 
our future. I am confident they will go forth and make 
excellent contributions to whatever field they choose.  
 
Year 9 students will have taken home their NAPLAN 
results earlier this term. The data we analyse from the 
results helps us in our planning for students’ learning. I 
have been impressed with how seriously our students 
have received their results and used them to think 
about what they need to do to further develop their 
learning.   
If you have not already done so I would encourage you 
to like our school’s official Facebook page. This is 
proving to be an excellent way of keeping parents and 
families informed of the exciting things happening at 
Tomaree High. There are some excellent action shots 
and celebratory photographs posted there! 
 
Term 4 starts for students on Monday 9th October at 
8.15am. There isn’t a staff development day on the 
Monday. It will be a Week A on the timetable, so 
students should make sure their bags are packed the 
night before with everything needed. 
 
Wishing all our families a safe and restful holiday. 
 
 
 
 
Best wishes, 
Sue D’Arcy 
Deputy Principal 
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From the desk of the Deputy Principal, 7 & 10 
……Mr Stevens 
 

Year 10 into 11 Subject choices for senior courses in 2018 
 
Our second round of preferences have now been entered for most students in Year 10. We are in the 
process of finalising remaining students who have yet to confirm their choices for each line. Thank you to 
our wonderful Year 10 students who have been patient during this sizeable process. I am hoping that each 
student has had conversations with their parent about their final preferences on each line so that we can 
minimise any applications for last minute changes. 
 
NAPLAN Online School Readiness Test 
 
NSW schools will participate in the NAPLAN Online School Readiness Test this Term. There is a lot of 
information for schools, students and parents on the NAPLAN Online transition website. The school 
readiness test is a ‘practice run' for schools to assess their technology as we prepare to transition to 
NAPLAN Online. It provides an opportunity for schools to become familiar with the NAPLAN Online 
assessment platform but is not an assessment of student ability. 
 
Students will participate in two tests: writing and an omnibus test that includes reading, grammar and 
punctuation, spelling and numeracy. Each test will take an hour and all students will be participating. 
Tomaree High School students in Years 7 and 9 will participate in the School Readiness Test in Week 9 
(beginning 11th September). Students will need to bring their own earphones. We are able to provide 
some to students who do not have access to any of their own.  
 
You can go to the link below for further information: 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/student-assessment/naplan-online/media/
documents/NAPLAN_parent_factsheet.pdf 
 
Year 7 
 
Recently we have seen an increase in some silly behaviour by a minority of Year 7 students. I understand 
that the transition year to High School in Year 7 can seem long and stressful for students. To complete 
Term 3 strongly, I encourage parents to have a conversation with their children about keeping focussed on 
learning, talking about resilience strategies, and maintaining the fantastic high expectations we have at 
Tomaree High School. 
 
 
 
 
Mr Stevens 
Deputy Principal 
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Year 12 Advisor’s Report 
Year 12 has had a full and busy term…with much more to come! 
 

Earlier this term, our talented Year 12 students showcased their musical, artistic, creative and dramatic skills at 
MADD night. We have some real talent at THS and it was a privilege to have a sneak peak at their HSC 
performances / artworks. The night was a success due to the tireless efforts of the CAPA teachers, who 
supported Year 12 and worked hard to make the evening memorable and a credit to our school.  
 

Other Year 12 students have been busy completing compulsory work placements and major works for various 
subjects. Trial Examinations, which were held during Weeks 5 and 6, gave Year 12 the opportunity to test their 
skills and knowledge in their preparation for their HSC exams. The feedback they receive from their teachers 
will be invaluable and all students are encouraged to continue to seek their teachers’ assistance, guidance and 
support in the coming weeks so they can achieve their best possible result.  
 

The end of this term will see Year 12 mark the end of their schooling and celebrate their achievements. First, 
the Scavenger Hunt is on Monday night Week 10 and should be a fun evening. Look out for our Year 12 
students running around Port Stephens, dressed up in costume, and trying to achieve the challenges set for 
them by their teachers.  
 

The Year 12 Farewell Assembly will then be held on Wednesday Week 10 and will celebrate and recognise the 
many, varied achievements of this talented, amazing cohort of students. We look forward to our parent 
community joining us and helping Year 12 mark the end of their schooling. It will no doubt be an emotional 
day for teachers, parents and students.  
 

With HSC exams early in Term 4, the highlight of the year will be the Year 12 Formal. Many dresses and suits 
have already been purchased and our students are looking forward to relaxing after their exams are finally 
over. The Formal is on Wednesday 15th November at the Wests Nelson Bay Diggers. Year 12 students hope 
many of their family and friends will join them for canapés to help celebrate the occasion. Please pay for 
canapés and Formal Tickets at the office asap.   It has been a pleasure being the Year 12 Year Adviser for 2017. 
I have had the opportunity to get to know so many of this Year group better and I wish then all the best of luck 
for the coming months ahead.  
 

Leila Courts - Year 12 Advisor 

 
 Staff Contacts 

Leadership Team  
Principal: Mrs Sue Xenos 
 
Deputy Principals: 
Year 7 & 10: Arron Stevens, 
Year 8 & 11: Glenn Sproule 
Year 9 & 12: Sue D’Arcy 

Faculty Leaders 
Maths:  Rod Lyon 
Admin:  Brad Foley 
Science:  Linda Hazell 
Teaching/Learning:  Stacy Hinks 
CAPA:  Anne Gorton (Rel) 
Special Ed:  Dan Hutchinson (Rel)) 
Wellbeing:  Vicki McCleer/Benji Trieger 
P/D/H/PE:  Jim Papworth 
English:  Mark Wagland 
H/Ec:  Karen Shaw (Rel) 
HSIE:  Craig Windon (Rel) 
Industrial Arts: Shane Fitzpatrick 

Year Advisors 
Year 7: Gary Stuart 
Year 8: Averil Jarvis 
Year 9:  Joel Ross 
Year 10: Karen Smith/  
  Scott McLennan 
Year 11: Steevee Gillette 
Year 12: Leila Courts 

Contact Details Tel: 4981 1444 
Email: tomaree-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

For further information check our website: www.tomaree-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 
Keep in touch by signing up for Skoolbag on your mobile device for school messages. 
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P&C NEWS  
       Summary of State Member Ms Kate Washington’s Comments at Combined P&Cs Meeting 
       Out of Zone Enrolment 

  a) Not able to quote definitive party policy. The current State wide blanket policy came about due to 
schools in certain metropolitan areas of Sydney having reached capacity. The issue was not new to 
her as the matter had created angst across the Hunter and she has had numerous pleas and 
complaints from constituents across her electorate.  Whilst unable to quote the partie’s definitive 
view, she thought that the matter could have been dealt with an element of compassion. Where there 
is a sibling enrolled, and others to follow, allow enrolment of the other siblings until the last child in 
the family completes school. The sudden “no out of zone enrolments” was grossly unfair.  She was 
disappointed that there was no period of time for transition. 

       Balance in Student Leadership 
 b) Her view was that it was of great concern if both school Captains were male. It is important to have 

girls in leadership roles across the board to experience positive role modelling. 
      New Gonski Funding Model 

  c) As yet there has not been enough time to gather relevant information and pursue policy 
development. It is hoped that our current State government doesn’t have to “mop up” the shortfall. 
The funds need to come from the Federal Government. She fears that the anticipated loss of funding 
will impact greatly on NAPLAN and the HSC results in the future. 

      Review of School Leaving Age 
 d) No consideration has been given to pursuing an age change review. The priority of the party is on 

rebuilding TAFE and increasing vocational education funding. Consideration needs to be given to 
more alternatives in terms of pathways. 

      Teaching of Scripture 
  e) The teaching of Scripture was a strongly canvassed topic in recent party debate. It was agreed that 

the party would support the teaching of Scripture yet campaign to have the option of ethics appear 
on the enrolment form as the party do support the operation of ethics.  

    Other Matters 
 1.  As Shadow Minister for Early Childhood: Research shows clearly that the earlier children are 

involved in education the better the outcomes for them in school years and in life.  It is a party 
priority to make earlier childhood education far more affordable through funding increases. Kate’s 
long term goal is to have pre-school frees predominantly free.  

2.   Maintenance Issue in Schools: There is a huge backlog that needs to be brought to the attention of 
school communities.  

3.   Issues with inadequate power infrastructure in Port Stephens schools. 
4.   Insufficient capacity for both Tomaree schools to have students utilise technology to the fullest. 
5.   Lack of support for facilities and resources on the Peninsula to manage and improve the mental             

health of both youth and adults.  

Whilst attendance numbers were disappointing given the meeting’s promotion and status of the guest 
speaker the consensus was that the joint venture become an annual event.   
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From our August Meeting  
Follow up from our Combined Meeting 
It was agreed that we express our view to the Minister for Education and others that the change was made 
with little or no consideration to its impact upon families whose children were enrolled out of zone. 
We will seek the support of Ms Kate Washington to have our power infrastructure improved, increase data 
for technology and have our Special Ed classes accommodated in appropriate classrooms. 
 
 School Review of Mathematics 
Deputy Principal Mr Sproule gave a comprehensive summary. The Assessment Panel were appreciative of the 
positive feedback from parents. 
 
Year 12 End of Year P&C Presentation Assembly Awards   
As it is some time since the value of each prize has been increased it was agreed that an additional $50 
would be added to each of our awards. 
 
Grounds Committee 
In her Principal’s Report Ms Xenos advised that a grounds committee had been formed. Parents are welcome 
to be involved. 
 
Celebration of 20 Years of Education at Tomaree Education Centre 
Next year we will be two decades old and we voted unanimously to support a whole site event. 
 
Volunteers for Real Futures Golf Day Fundraiser on October 20th 
Our school benefits in many ways due to Real Futures. If you are able to lend a hand all or part of the day 
please contact Marion Sampson 0459 333 851 E: info@realfutures.com.au 
 
 
E – Book/ App Fundraiser 
To date we have made 31 sales, down somewhat on the same time last year. Fundraiser sales will conclude 
on the last day of this term. 
 
NEXT MEETING   As the fourth Tuesday of this month falls in the holidays our next meeting will be Wed Oct 
11th to commence at 6:15 p.m.  
 

Diary Dates: 
 
 20/09/17          Year 12 Presentation & Farewell Ceremony MPC 9.30am till 11.30am 
 22/09/17          Last Day of Term 3. 
 09/10/17          First Day of Term 4. 
 11/10/17          P&C meeting  6.15pm 
 16/10/17          HSC commences 
 15/11/17  Year 12 Formal 
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What’s Happening In Home Ec! 
With Term 3 drawing to a close, students in Home Economics have been busy designing and creating across 
a variety of specialist areas. 
In stage 4 Food Technology, students have now completed their introduction to cookery and are now 
capable of preparing and serving food safely and hygienically. Next term they can look forward to designing 
their own dish as a part of their design task. 

In Food Technology, students receive one demonstration lesson prior to their practical lesson. 
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Year 10 Child Studies visit Salamander Day 
Care Centre 

Play is the Work of Children”    J. Piaget 
Year 10 Child Studies students have been studying play and play based learning. As a part of this 
unit students visited Salamander Day Care Centre to see first hand play in action. 
 
Students were given a talk by the director of the centre, Mandy Moore, who explained the ethos 
behind early childhood play and learning. Thank you Mandy for giving up your time to speak to 
our students they certainly were lucky to have such an expert on hand. Mandy has travelled to the 
UK recently to visit some of the early childhood centres and to see the latest research in action.  
After this, the students were broken into groups to spend time in the different rooms to interact 
and play with the children. It was wonderful to see our Year 10 students engaging with the 
younger children in all sorts of play activities in particular, one group started a game of ‘What’s 
the Time Mr Wolf’ which grew in popularity and was a joy to watch. 
 
Karen Shaw  
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CAREERS NEWS 
   Upheaval  and Excitement best describes the upcoming events and activities for the Careers faculty, Year 12 students will 
ultimately make decision beyond the world of schooling, Year 10 will begin preparing for the same transition by staging mock 
group interviews and making commitments to continued schooling. 
   Tertiary education enrolments should be completed for University and TAFE over the next few weeks. Students who intend 
studying at University have until 29th of September for Early Bird enrolment with University Admissions Centre UAC. Having 
selected the preferred 5 university courses be sure to enrol in the School Recommendation Scheme SRS, where eligible 
students may receive an early offer from a University. Students can change course preferences at any time but blackout 
periods do happen just prior to the offer rounds. Hunter TAFE will be publishing courses in October for 2018. Most courses 
are already listed and students should register an enquiry now if they find a suitable course. Actually Enrolling into a TAFE 
course requires attending the enrolment day and there are no ATAR requirements. TAFE is a great way of gaining credential 
for an occupation, work outcomes are often better than university courses. TAFE could also be the back-up plan and I suggest 
all year 12 students should be investigating the courses available. 
   Empower Mentoring is a program run by Newcastle University which is encouraging female students to enter into the 
industry fields of business and law. Students have participated in connected classroom mentoring sessions with university 
students and business representatives have been presenting lunch box seminars to the students on how to get established in 
industry. Students are learning of the barriers that exist in these fields and ways to break down these barriers. Visiting the 
New Business and Law centre in Newcastle has been the highlight of the program but most students have learnt interesting 
facts about business and law that may stimulate interest to pursue this as a career. 
  Whilst Students in Year 10 have successfully selected senior schooling subjects, TVET course and SBAT positions are still 
open. Students interested in TVET courses are required to complete an expression of interest form which includes a parents/ 
carers signature. Information on courses is available from TAFE, http://www.hunter.tafensw.edu.au/students/pages/tafe-for-
schools.aspx SBAT position can be completed any time from now until Term 1 2018. Information form SBAT can be obtained 
in the resources section of   http://northernnsw.startmytrade.com.au/ 
   Tomaree High students explored career pathways on excursions to University of Newcastle and to Newcastle TAFE. Year 12 
students attended the visitor’s day on the last week of Term 2 and the bus was buzzing on the way home with stories of 
newly discovered course and careers. The TAFE tour was equally well received by Year 10 and 11 students, some did complain 
there was a little too much walking as we did tour every faculty on site. The Music studio was the hit of the day, and the 
surprise package was the Science faculty particulary the chemistry lab. Excursions are a great way to discover future career 
pathway, but such discovery only occurs if students participate, so I encourage all students to get involved. 
   Early in Term 4 all year 10 students will be participating in a group interview session conducted by Port Stephens Council. 
The interview will imitate actual employment application processes with students being encouraged to dress smartly in school 
uniform and to have a resume with them. Public speaking skills learnt at this event will be invaluable and whilst these activities 
can feel daunting, every student will benefit and generally leave feeling quite elated.     
 
Kyle McElwain 
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The Mathematics staff of Tomaree High wish 
the 2017 Year 12 students all the best for their 

upcoming HSC study and results. 
 
A thought worth remembering: 

 

Winner’s Creed 
 

If you think you are beaten, you are 
If you think you are not, you don’t 

If you would like to win but think you can’t 
You almost certainly won’t. 

 
If you think you’ll lose, you’ve lost 

For out in the world you’ll find 
Success begins with a fellow’s will 

It’s all in the state of mind. 
 

For many a race is lost 
Before a step is run 

And many a coward fails 
Before his work has begun. 

 
Think big and your deeds will grow 
Think small and you will fall behind 

Think that you can and you will 
It’s all in the state of mind. 

 
Life’s battles don’t always go 
To the stronger or faster man 

But sooner or later the man who wins 
Is the fellow who thinks he can. 

 
 

The Mathematics faculty will be offering study times during the holidays for the students to access 
assistance with their revision. Dates will be advertised closer to the time. 
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS  

ONLINE  
PAYMENT OPTION NOW AVAILABLE 

Parents and carers now have the added convenience of paying students’ fees and other school costs 
including excursions, online.   
 
As a new initiative, Tomaree High School this week has sent students’ Statement of Accounts directly 
to parents via their e-mail addresses.  These statements will include a unique link to make secure 
payments through the Westpac Parent Online Payment (POP) system.  
  
The Statement of Accounts shows amounts invoiced for the General Contribution, Subject Fees, the 
Learning Resource Bond and other costs.  We appreciate prompt payment of fees to ensure a wide 
variety of learning programs are delivered in the classroom and through school based programs to 
enrich students’ educational experiences at Tomaree High School. 
 
To make a POP online credit card payment, parents will click the secured payment link next to their 
child’s name which will open up a screen showing a list of current school fees and excursions.  By 
default, all fees are selected/ticked for payments but parents can change the amount they wish to 
pay for an item.  Detailed instructions have been posted on the Skoolbag App.  If you need 
assistance to navigate the steps, please ring the school on          49 811444. 
 
If you have not received the Statement of Accounts e-mail and wish to make online payments, 
please contact the school to confirm or update your details.  The school office is open to receive 
payments until 1.30pm, Monday-Friday. 
There are funds to support our families experiencing financial difficulties – please contact 
Administration Manager, Mrs Vianney Bills on 49811444. 
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Nelson Bay Tennis Club 
 

September/October 
HOLIDAY TENNIS CAMP 

 
Wk.; 1 September: Tues 26, 

Wed 27th & Thurs 28th. 
 

Wk 2: October: Tues 3rd, Wed 
4th & Thurs 5th. 

 
Full Day 9am to 2pm $40.00 

(lunch included) 
 

Contact Coach Blake 
0403634667 
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TOMAREE HIGH SCHOOL 
ABSENTEE NOTE 

                       (To be returned to the teacher Period 1 first day back after absence or place in box in foyer) 
 
Student’s Full Name:  ……………………………...………………………………… Roll Class: 

…………………………………. 

Date of absence/s: …………………………………………………………………………………… 

Reason for absence: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

TOMAREE HIGH SCHOOL 
ABSENTEE NOTE 

                       (To be returned to the teacher Period 1 first day back after absence or place in box in foyer) 
 
Student’s Full Name:  ……………………………...………………………………… Roll Class: 

…………………………………. 

Date of absence/s: …………………………………………………………………………………… 

Reason for absence: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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You get rewarded for 

things that you should be 

doing anyway, like being 

quiet in class.. 

 
 
Yr 8 
 

That you can buy 

stuff that your 

parents may not be 

able to afford. 

 
 
Kirra-lee Yr 7 

 

 
 
The prizes and the  

points. 

 
 
Gemma Yr 8 

Vivo’s are good, 

however 

commendations were 

good because of the 

weekly draw. 

 
Yr 11 

 

The bad kids seem to 

get more rewards for 

doing things that the 

good kids already do. 

 
 
Yr 8 

      
 

I think Vivo is better               
than commendations 

because you have multiple choices of prizes. 
 

 

THIS NEWSLETTERS QUESTION: WHAT 
DO YOU THINK OF VIVOS? 

Yes, good to be 

rewarded for been 

good and doing the 

right thing. 


